Rose v. Council for
Better Education timeline

April 12, 1984: Oct. 3, 1984: Guess and the Aug. 4, 1987:
Arnold Guess invites  CBE steering committee meet Trial begins Dec. 7,1988: Oral
superintendents with former Gov. Bert Combs in Franklin arguments heard
of the state's 65 and Combs agrees that his law Circuit Court in Kentucky
poorest school firm will represent the council. A Supreme Court.
districts to meet .
about school Nov. 8, 1985: The CBE April 4,1988:
finance. board of directors meets at Circuit Judge

KSBA's office in Frankfort Ray Corns hears

and votes to file the lawsuit. final arguments.

T
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May 5, 1984:
Representatives of 28
school districts meet in
Frankfort. Guess and
James Melton, executive
director of the Kentucky
School Boards
Association, agree to
handle communications
through KSBA.

l

Nov. 20, 1985: Council for
Better Education, et al. v. Martha
Layne Collins, Governor, et al,, is
filed in Franklin Circuit Court.

v
July 2, 1985: The attorney general
rules that a local school board can
spend school funds to support a
lawsuit “relating to the equity of
distribution of financial resources.’

l

May 31, 1988:

Judge Corns declares
Kentucky's system

of school finance
unconstitutional. v

June 8, 1989: Kentucky Supreme Court
rules in favor of Council for Better
Education. Then-Gov. Wallace Wilkinson
holds a press conference and vows to
comply with the Supreme Court's order.

Source: “Each Child, Every Child: The story of the Council for Better Education,
Equity and Adequacy in Kentucky’s Schools” by Richard Day.



